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his client, and if that is clutched and held in mistake for one representing a lower numeral, the error is an expensive one when camel-loads of skins are involved : a little care and dexterity in ascertaining how many fingers there are on each side of the indicating digit is an adequate safeguard.
The European works up and the broker down. If, and when, the two prices coincide, the bargain is ratified over coffee and cigarettes, and the broker goes off to arrange delivery.
It is a complex business for the European, who buys hundreds of skins at so much a score, and then has to sort them out in grades at various prices for export. Yet skins and hides are coming steadily to the front, and coffee is taking a back seat, owing largely to insecurity of transit and political unrest. Unlike all other produce, skins and hides do best in time of drought, for stock must be killed when fodder is scarce.
Local industries are moribund, thanks to the financial slump and over-seas competition.
The dyeing industry of Zabid has been dislocated by tribal disturbances, and much of it has been transplanted to Hodeida, where there was already a small, similar industry. There it continues steady, in spite of an increasing tendency to use synthetic indigo from Germany, instead of the home-grown product which the Zabid district used to* supply.
There is also a colony of weavers at Hodeida, many of whom have come in from the disturbed area between Beit al-Fakih and Zabid. They weave a coarse, cotton cloth in stripes of black, red, green, and white, on a long, narrow loom. This cloth is retailed in lengths suitable for shawls and kilts, as worn by the natives.